





WHY IS DOTHAN NUTS ABOUT PEANUTS?

Peanuts haven't always ruled the soil in
our part of the world. At one time, it
was all about “King Cotton”.
Unfortunately by the 1920s, the boll
weevil had taken over most of the
cotton fields in the South, and farmers
were left with destroyed fields and
empty pockets heading into the Great
Depression. Enter Dr. George
Washington Carver who, during his time
as a professor of agriculture at
Tuskegee University, had discovered
over 300 uses for the peanut. He found
that peanuts weren’'t just tasty, but
their oils were conducive to cooking,
cosmetics, and pharmaceuticals. He also
introduced field rotation to area
farmers, showing that fields can be
exhausted by continual planting. Luckily
for the Wiregrass, the sandy soil on the
farm lands was the perfect growing

environment for shallow peanut plants.

Peanuts quickly revitalized farming
around Dothan, and in present-day,
50% of the world's peanuts are
grown within a 100 mile radius of
Dothan. If you're eating a jar of
peanut butter, chances are that you
are consuming peanuts grown by
Dothan area farmers. And no,
peanuts are not technically
considered a nut! They are members
of the legume family, more related
to the pea than the nut. So in the
end, we have the boll weevil to
thank for our booming agricultural
economy in Dothan. So much so that
our neighbors to the east in
Enterprise raised a statue in honor
of the boll weevil. But mostly, we
have Dr. Carver and his tireless
research to thank, which is why
you'll find him forever honored on

murals and in museums in Dothan.

WHY ARE THERE SO MANY PEANUT STAT

What began as a downtown fundraiser evolved into a city-wide art project
with businesses decorating berglass peanut statues created by Replica
Plastics. Known as Peanuts Around Town, these statues are scattered
across Dothan, forming a unique city signature. Grab your car, this map,
and a sense of adventure. Take on the peanut hunt challenge, perfect for

discovering Dothan or keeping kids busy over school breaks.
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